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than significant level. Chapter 5 References details the documents and reports this document relies upon 
to provide its analysis.







https://files.ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/170183-2/attachment/uKFj5MgoYJNtMVtD6UswkpxqRKt9loq3eZJ2Yzz-AjqpcfEptk598pjZXnUxGeFJTgEr_R5kXSEXrGo20






https://www.cityofventura.ca.gov/DocumentCenter/View/27446/2020-Draft-Urban-Water-Management-Plan-Main-Text
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Figure 2-1: Regional Location Map 





Jackie Lancaster
Line



  Chapter 4: Environmental Impact Analysis 
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency Multi-Year Water Transfer 

October 2022  4-1 

CHAPTER 4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ANALYSIS 

4.1 AESTHETICS 
Table 4-1: Aesthetics Impacts 

Except as provided in Public Resources 
Code Section 21099, would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Have substantial adverse effect on a scenic 
vista?  

    

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, 
including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within 
a state scenic highway? 

    

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially 
degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of public views of the site and its 
surroundings? (Public views are those that 
are experienced from publicly accessible 
vantage point). If the project is in an 
urbanized area, would the project conflict 
with applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic quality? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or 
glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

Although Ventura is involved in the Project, Ventura does not currently have a physical connection to the 
State Water Project for purposes of receiving direct-delivery of its SWP water allocations. The City may 
construct such a connection in the future pursuant to its previously certified State Water Interconnection 
Project EIR, though actual construction activities are not yet under way. The Project encompasses the 
SGPWA service area located within the San Gorgonio Pass region of Riverside County and portions of Kern, 
Los Angeles, and San Bernardino Counties. These counties are located within the southern region of 
California, with the northern half of Kern considered to be within Central California. The SGPWA service 
area is located in a mountainous region that includes varied topography, exposed rock formations, and 
various vegetation communities. To the north lies the San Gorgonio Mountains and the San Bernardino 
Mountains, with the sprawling San Jacinto Mountains to the southeast. Several urbanized areas derived 
from both incorporated and unincorporated communities are surrounded by the mountainous terrain. 
These urbanized areas include typical development such as residential, commercial, industrial, and open 
space. Where the Project runs through Los Angeles County, the surrounding area primarily consists of vast, 
flat open space. Vegetation is sparse and consists of chaparral, sage scrub, and other plant species 
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indicative of dry weather. The region of the Project that includes Kern County contains similar features of 
Los Angeles County, but with additional areas containing agricultural lands. 

Various water conveyance infrastructure such as canals, turnouts, and pumps exist throughout the Project 
area. Said infrastructure assists in the transfer and transmission of water to areas in need.  

 Impact Analysis 

a) Have substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?  

No Impact.  The Project would not alter any existing landform or facility as no construction or 
earthmoving activities would take place. There would be no impact to any scenic vista.   

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and 
historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

No Impact.  Due to the lack of construction associated with implementation, the Project would not result 
in any temporary or permanent physical changes. There would be no impact.  

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views of 
the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible 
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning 
and other regulations governing scenic quality? 

No Impact.  Due to the lack of construction associated with the Project and the utilization of existing 
conveyance facilities, the Project would not involve any temporary or permanent physical changes to the 
existing viewsheds, nor would it conflict with any applicable zoning and other regulations governing 
scenic quality within the Project area. There would be no impact. 

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime views in 
the area? 

No Impact.  Water flowing within existing conveyance facilities exposed to sunlight generates a reflection 
of light. The existing light reflection from water would remain the same and impacts would not be 
increased. Therefore, there would be no impact.  
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4.2 AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES 
Table 4-2: Agriculture and Forest Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, 
or Farmland of Statewide Importance 
(Farmland), as shown on the maps 
prepared pursuant to the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural 
use, or a Williamson Act contract? 

    

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause 
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), 
timberland (as defined by Public Resources 
Code section 4526), or timberland zoned 
Timberland Production (as defined by 
Government Code section 51104(g))? 

    

d) Result in the loss of forest land or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? 

    

e) Involve other changes in the existing 
environment which, due to their location 
or nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland, to non-agricultural use or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

The Agency, which is located within Riverside County and a portion of San Bernardino County, uses its water 
for groundwater recharge. The San Gorgonio Pass region is not an agricultural region; the water is primarily 
pumped for municipal functions. 

According to the 2019 Los Angeles County Annual Crop and Livestock Report, the total gross value of 
agricultural crops and commodities produced in Los Angeles County during 2019 was $177,612,300. 
Agricultural products, overall, realized a slight increase in sales by 4%. Nursery plant production continues 
to be the leading commodity at $98,440,000, an increase of 6% from 2018.10 

Agricultural lands associated with the Project are predominantly located within Kern County. According to 
the 2020 Kern County Annual Crop and Livestock Report, the top five commodities are grapes, citrus, 
almonds, pistachios, and milk. These items account for $5.5 billion which accounts for 72% of the gross 
value of all agricultural commodities produced in Kern County in 2020.11 

 
10 (County of Los Angeles Department of Agricultural Commissioner/Weights & Measures 2019) 
11 (Kern County Department of Agriculture and Measurement Standards 2020) 







https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/research/aaqs/aaqs2.pdf
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of construction and additional emissions such as source odors, naturally occurring asbestos, or fugitive 
dust, there would be no potential to expose any sensitive receptors to hazardous pollutant 
concentrations. Therefore, there would be no impact. 

d) Would the project result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a 
substantial number of people? 

No Impact. The Project would not result in other emissions adversely affecting a substantial amount of 
people. No physical change in the environment would result from the implementation of this Project. 
Due to a lack of construction and additional emissions such as source odors, naturally occurring asbestos, 
or fugitive dust, there would be no potential to expose any substantial number of people to hazardous 
emissions. Therefore, there would be no impact. 
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4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
Table 4-7: Biological Resources Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, on 
any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by 
the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally 
protected wetlands as defined by Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but 
not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, 
etc.) through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other means? 

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of 
any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites? 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a 
tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other 
approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

Kern, Los Angeles, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties contain a variety of biological communities and 
wildlife habitats that contribute to the overall functionality of their ecosystems. The San Joaquin Valley, 
which contains Kern County, has the San Joaquin Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan and Open Space 
Plan, Los Angeles County has the Oak Woodlands Conservation Management Plan, San Bernardino and 
Riverside County have the Upper Santa Ana River Wash Habitat Conservation Plan, and Riverside County 
has the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (WR-MSHCP). These plans are 
developed to conserve and protect habitats in their respective regions. 
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4.5 CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Table 4-8: Cultural Resources Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource 
pursuant to in § 15064.5? 

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to § 15064.5? 

    

c) Disturb any human remains, including 
those interred outside of dedicated 
cemeteries? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

The prehistoric population of the SGPWA service area includes the Morongo Band of Mission Indians. The 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians are a mixture of several different small groups of California Indians, 
including the Serrano, Cahuilla, and Cupeno. The territories occupied by these tribes contain various 
resources that are protected today. The Morongo Indian Reservation spans more than 35,000 acres located 
at the foot of the San Gorgonio and San Jacinto Mountains. The prehistoric populations of Kern, Los 
Angeles, and San Bernardino counties included the Tachi-Yokuts, the Ventureños, the Gabrieleños, the 
Fernandeños, the Serranos, the Vanyumes, the Mohaves, and the Chemehuevis. Resources may currently 
be known, but there is potential for many others to be unknown and undiscovered. Other cultural resources 
in the area may include buildings and structures, historic landscapes, archaeological sites, artifacts, and 
documents that collectively represent California's rich and diverse cultural history.  

 Thresholds 

Significant Historical Resources under CEQA Guidelines. In completing an analysis of a project under CEQA, 
it must first be determined if the project site possesses a historical resource. A site may qualify as a historical 
resource if it falls within at least one of four categories listed in CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a). The 
four categories are: 

1. A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources Commission, for 
listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (PRC Section 5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 
4850 et seq.). 

2. A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in Section 5020.1(k) of the 
Public Resources Code or identified as significant in an historical resource survey meeting the 
requirements of section 5024.1 (g) of the Public Resources Code, shall be presumed to be 
historically or culturally significant. Public agencies must treat any such resource as significant 
unless the preponderance of evidence demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally 
significant. 

3. Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency 
determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, 
economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California may be 
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4.6 ENERGY 
Table 4-9: Energy Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Result in potentially significant 
environmental impact due to wasteful, 
inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of 
energy resources, during project 
construction or operation? 

    

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local 
plan for renewable energy or energy 
efficiency? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

Southern California Gas (SoCalGas) and Southern California Edison Company (SCE) are the predominant 
providers of natural gas and electricity to the Project areas. SCE obtains its power through hydroelectric, 
natural gas, and eligible renewable sources. Energy associated with the Project is used for the operation of 
automated gates, screens, various pumps to move water, treatment plants, and office buildings.   

 Impact Analysis 

a) Would the project result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or 
unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or operation? 

Less than Significant Impact.  As a result of the Project, there would be a net increase in energy 
consumption of 2.4 GWh per year, assuming actual deliveries of 3,000 AFY per year.13 The DWR's CAP 
states that individual projects that add 15 GWh per year of additional load could negatively affect DWR's 
ability to achieve GHG emission reduction goals. As the Project does not add 15GWh per year of 
additional load, it can be determined that the Project would not result in a significant environmental 
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources. The additional 
water would require increased energy for pumping purposes, but the increase would not be significant. 
Impacts would be less than significant. 

b) Would the project conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy 
efficiency? 

No Impact.  The movement of water through SWP facilities, which currently takes place, would continue 
to be consistent with state and local plans regulating renewable energy and energy efficiency. 
Implementation of the Project would not conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable 
energy or energy efficiency. There would be no impact.

 
13 This is based on the calculated average of SWP allocations between 2015 and 2022. Over this span, the average 
annual allocation was set at 30%.  
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4.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
Table 4-10: Geology and Soils Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the risk 
of loss, injury, or death involving:  

    

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map 
issued by the State Geologist for the 
area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

    

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?     

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction? 

    

iv. Landslides?     

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil? 

    

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable as a 
result of the project, and potentially result in 
on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in 
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 
(1994) creating substantial direct or indirect 
risks to life or property? 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting 
the use of septic tanks or alternative waste 
water disposal systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of wastewater?  

    

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geological feature?  

    

 Baseline Conditions  

Geology and Soils 

The Project is located in portions of Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties. Part of the 
Project is south of the San Bernardino Mountains, within the San Jacinto Mountains of the Peninsular 
Ranges geomorphic province of California. The region surrounding the City is a geologically complex area, 
in part due to movement along faults such as the San Andreas Fault, Banning Fault, and San Gorgonio 
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c) Would the project be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable 
as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse? 

d) Would the project be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 
(1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property? 

e) Would the project have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater?  

b-e) No Impact.  The Project would not involve new construction or any ground disturbing activities and 
is limited to the operation of existing conveyance facilities. Therefore, the Project would have no impacts 
related to soil erosion, geologic hazards, or soil stability. 

f) Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geological feature? 

No Impact. The Project would not involve any new construction or ground disturbance; therefore, there 
would not be potential to uncover any historical, paleontological, or cultural resources. There would be 
no impact. 

  



https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/All-Programs/Climate-Change-Program/Climate-Action-Plan/Files/CAP-I-GGERP-Update-2020.pdf
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/All-Programs/Climate-Change-Program/Climate-Action-Plan/Files/CAP-I-GGERP-Update-2020.pdf
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4.9 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
Table 4-12 Hazards and Hazardous Materials Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials? 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or 
the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions 
involving the release of hazardous 
materials into the environment? 

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter 
mile of an existing or proposed school? 

    

d) Be located on a site which is included on a 
list of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land 
use plan or, where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the 
project result in a safety hazard or 
excessive noise for people residing or 
working in the project area? 

    

f) Impair implementation of or physically 
interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan? 

    

g) Expose people or structures, either directly 
or indirectly to a significant risk of loss, 
injury or death involving wildland fires? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

Hazardous Materials 

There are a number of federal and State databases that provide information regarding facilities or sites 
identified as meeting the Cortese List requirements. These databases provide the past and present 
businesses that have had or are currently experiencing a hazardous material release within the Counties. 
These include Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Information System, 
GeoTracker, EnviroStor, the Toxic Release Inventory, and the List of Active Cease and Desist Orders and 
Cleanup and Abatement Orders. According to GeoTracker and EnviroStor, there are many facilities and/or 
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c) Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? 

No Impact. The Project would not include activities that would emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous materials or substances. As such, there would be no impact of hazardous emissions, materials, 
or substances, to any schools along the existing Project path. 

d) Would the project be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to 
the public or the environment? 

No Impact. As the Project would not include any construction or placement of habitable structures, there 
is nothing applicable to any hazardous materials with the Project. Therefore, there would be no impact 
to the public or the environment. 

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within 
two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard or excessive 
noise for people residing or working in the project area? 

No Impact. No new construction or alterations of the existing facilities are planned as part of the Project. 
Therefore, the Project area would not result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or 
working in the Project area related to public airport activities. There would be no impact from safety 
hazards to people residing or working in the area. 

f) Would the project impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

No Impact. The Project would utilize existing conveyance facilities and involves no construction activities. 
It would not interfere with the emergency response and evacuation procedures outlined in any of the 
surrounding cities or counties. There would be no impact. 

g) Would the project expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, 
injury or death involving wildland fires? 

No Impact. The Project consists of moving water within existing conveyance facilities. No construction 
would occur. As such, the Project would not directly or indirectly expose people or structures, to wildland 
fire risks. 
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4.10 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
Table 4-13: Hydrology and Water Quality Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Violate any water quality standards or 
waste discharge requirements or otherwise 
substantially degrade surface or ground 
water quality?  

    

b) Substantially decrease groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that the 
project may impede sustainable 
groundwater management of the basin?   

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river or through the addition of 
impervious surfaces, in a manner which 
would: 

    

i. result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site; 

    

ii. substantially increase the rate or 
amount of surface runoff in a manner 
which would result in flooding on- or 
off-site; 

    

iii. create or contribute runoff water 
which would exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned stormwater 
drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff; or 

    

iv. impede or redirect flood flows?     

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, 
risk release of pollutants due to project 
inundation? 

    

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
a water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

Like most of California, the San Joaquin Valley experiences a Mediterranean climate. Warm, dry summers 
are followed by cool, moist winters. Summer temperatures often reach above 90 degrees Fahrenheit, and 
the humidity is generally low. Winter temperatures are often below 60 degrees Fahrenheit during the day 
and rarely exceed 70 degrees. On average, the San Joaquin Valley receive approximately 12-15 inches of 
precipitation in the form of rainfall yearly, most of which occurs between October and March.  

Los Angeles County has a milder climate with an average summer high of 84 degrees Fahrenheit and an 
average winter low of 46 degrees Fahrenheit. The County receives about 16 inches of rain per year and has 
approximately 283 sunny days.  
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4.11 LAND USE AND PLANNING 
Table 4-14: Land Use and Planning Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Physically divide an established 
community? 

    

b) Cause a significant environmental impact 
due to a conflict with any land use plan, 
policy, or regulation adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

The Project spans four counties: Kern County, Los Angeles County, Riverside County, and San Bernardino 
County. Each county has its own General Plan, which serves as a blueprint for the future, prescribing policy 
goals and objectives to shape and guide the physical development of the county. In the State of California, 
all counties (including cities) are required to develop a General Plan. A General Plan is a comprehensive 
policy document that informs future land use decisions. 

 Impact Analysis 

a) Would the project physically divide an established community? 

b) Would the project cause a significant environmental conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

a and b) No Impact. The Project would utilize existing conveyance facilities and would not include new 
construction. The Project would be in conformance with all land use policies and general plans. There 
would be no impact. 

  



Chapter 4: Environmental Impact Analysis 
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency Multi-Year Water Transfer 

October 2022  4-28 

4.12 MINERAL RESOURCES 
Table 4-15: Mineral Resources Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known 
mineral resource that would be of value to 
the region and the residents of the state? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific 
plan or other land use plan? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

There are multiple mining and mineral extraction facilities and mining claims in Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, 
and San Bernardino Counties. The California Department of Conservation Division of Mine Reclamation 
compiles data on the current status of mines and the commodities produced. The California Geological 
Survey produces Mineral Land Classification studies that identify areas with potentially important mineral 
resources that should be considered in local and regional planning.  

 Impact Analysis 

a) Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to 
the region and the residents of the state? 

No Impact.  The Project would not result in significant impacts associated with the loss of availability of a 
known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the residents of the state, considering 
there would be no construction or earthmoving activities associated with implementation. There would 
be no impact. 

b) Would the project result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? 

No Impact. The Project is intended to use existing conveyance facilities to transport water. It would not 
alter any existing land uses. Therefore, the Project would not result in the loss of availability of a locally 
important mineral resource recovery site. There would be no impact. 
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4.13 NOISE 
Table 4-16: Noise Impacts 

Would the project result in: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or 
permanent increase in ambient noise levels 
in the vicinity of the project in excess of 
standards established in the local general 
plan or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

    

b) Generation of excessive ground borne 
vibration or ground borne noise levels? 

    

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a 
private airstrip or an airport land use plan 
or, where such a plan has not been 
adopted, within two miles of a public 
airport or public use airport, would the 
project expose people residing or working 
in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

Ambient noise levels in Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties vary widely and primarily 
come from noise generators such as major roads, airports, and rail lines. Along the canals, the sound of the 
movement of water and pumping equipment are sources of noise. These noise levels are at its peak during 
times of full SWP allocation. 

 Impact Analysis 

a) Would the project result in generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient 
noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 

No Impact.  The Project would not result in generation of a temporary or permanent increase in ambient 
noise levels in the vicinity of the Project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance or any other applicable standards. No physical change in the environment would result 
from the implementation of this Project. Without ground disturbance or construction, there would be no 
potential for the Project to generate excessive levels of noise. Therefore, there would be no impact. 

b) Would the project result in generation of excessive ground borne vibration or ground borne noise levels? 

No Impact. The Project would not result in generation of excessive ground borne vibration or ground 
borne noise levels. No physical change in the environment would result from the implementation of this 
Project. Without ground disturbance or construction, there would be no potential for the Project to 
generate vibration or noise. Therefore, there would be no impact. 
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c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project 
expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?  

No Impact. The Project would use existing conveyance facilities and would not involve the construction 
of new structures where people would reside or work. There would be no impact. 
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4.16 RECREATION 
Table 4-19: Recreation Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood 
and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would occur or 
be accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities which 
might have an adverse physical effect on 
the environment? 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino Counties offer a variety of recreational opportunities through 
their associated Parks and Recreation Departments and nearby State and federal lands. There may be 
recreational areas for the public to utilize near the Project such as parks, reservoirs, campsites and hiking 
trails. 

 Impact Analysis 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

No Impact.  The Project would not increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that any physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated. 
No physical change in the environment would result from this Project. The Project would not result in 
either an influx of population (e.g., by creation of housing or creation of jobs) or relocation of persons 
from elsewhere into the Project area. As such, there would be no impact. 

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

No Impact.  The Project would not include recreational facilities. As the Project would not result in 
direct or indirect population growth, the construction of new, or the expansion of existing recreational 
facilities, would not be necessary. There would be no impact. 
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4.17 TRANSPORTATION 
Table 4-20: Transportation Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or 
policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities?  

    

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision 
(b)?? 

    

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a 
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves 
or dangerous intersections) or incompatible 
uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

    

d) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

 Baseline Conditions 

Like other California counties, the primary form of transportation in Kern, Los Angeles, Riverside, and San 
Bernardino Counties is through vehicular travel. All counties are served by a large network of highways, 
expressways, and freeways. Each county also has public transportation, pedestrian and bicycle lanes, and 
trails.  

 Impact Analysis 

a) Would the project conflict with a plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including 
transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3 subdivision (b)? 

No Impact. There would be no population growth associated with the Project, nor would implementation 
of the Project result in an increase of traffic volume or use of transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities in 
the Project area. There would be no effects regarding vehicle miles traveled or any other items listed 
under CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3 subdivision (b). Therefore, implementation of the Project would 
not increase vehicle miles traveled in the Project area or conflict with a plan, ordinance, or policy that 
pertains to the circulation system. There would be no impact. 

c) Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves 
or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

No Impact. No roadway design features are associated with this Project and there would be no change 
in the existing land use that could result in an incompatible use. There would be no impact. 

d) Would the project result in inadequate emergency access? 

No Impact. No roads would be modified as a result of this Project. Therefore, there would be no impact 
to any emergency access.
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4.18 TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Table 4-21: Tribal Cultural Resources Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 
No Impact 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural resource, 
defined in Public Resources Code section 
21074 as either a site, feature, place, 
cultural landscape that is geographically 
defined in terms of the size and scope of 
the landscape, sacred place, or object with 
cultural value to a California Native 
American tribe, and that is: 

    

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in the local register of 
historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 
5020.1(k), or 

    

ii. A resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and supported 
by substantial evidence, to be 
significant pursuant to criteria set 
forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In 
applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources 
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency 
shall consider the significance of the 
resource to a California Native 
American tribe. 

    

 Baseline Conditions 

The prehistoric population of the SGPWA service area includes the Morongo Band of Mission Indians. The 
Morongo Band of Mission Indians are a mixture of several different small groups of California Indians, 
including the Serrano, Cahuilla, and Cupeno. The territories occupied by these tribes contain various 
resources that are protected today. The Morongo Indian Reservation spans more than 35,000 acres located 
at the foot of the San Gorgonio and San Jacinto Mountains. The prehistoric populations of Kern, Los 
Angeles, and San Bernardino counties included the Tachi-Yokuts, the Ventureños, the Gabrieleños, the 
Fernandeños, the Serranos, the Vanyumes, the Mohaves, and the Chemehuevis. Resources may currently 
be known, but there is potential for many others to be unknown and undiscovered. 

Native American Outreach 

Witten correspondence was sent to the Morongo Band of Mission Indians via certified mail on August 1, 
2022. The Tribe was sent a description of Project activities as well as a map of the conveyance area between 
SGPWA and Ventura via the SWP. SGPWA has not received written correspondence from any tribe pursuant 
to PRC 21080.3.1 AB 52 requesting notification of the proposed Project. 





Chapter 4: Environmental Impact Analysis 
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency Multi-Year Water Transfer 

October 2022  4-38 

is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with 
cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is: 

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in the local 
register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or 

No Impact.  SGPWA has not received any letters from a California Native American tribe pursuant to PRC 
Section 21080.3.1 (AB 52) requesting notification of the proposed Project.  

Additionally, the Morongo Band of Mission Indians was sent written correspondence via certified mail, 
notifying them of the water transfer action. They were also provided with a map of the SWP conveyance 
system that would be utilized for the transfer and were invited to consult on the Project. SGPWA has not 
received correspondence from the Morongo Tribe.  

No construction, vegetation removal, or alteration of existing landmarks or buildings would occur as a 
result of the Project. There would be no impact.  

ii. A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the 
resource to a California Native American tribe. 

No Impact.  As stated above, there would be no ground disturbance or construction activities that would 
have the potential to disturb any tribal cultural resources. As such, there would be no impact to tribal 
cultural resources. 
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d) If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, 
would the project expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream 
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 

a-d) No Impact. Water would be transferred through existing conveyance facilities as a result of the 
Project. The Project would not involve construction or other activities that would create a potential fire 
hazard. Therefore, there would be no impacts.  










